For elderly sexually active women not wanting to conceive, the probability of pregnancy remains unacceptably high. Grey reported that 50Vo of women over
After the age of 35 years, the ovary begins to decrease in weight and size and contains fewer primordial follicles and more atretic follicles. This is associated with an increase in circulating FSH and a decrease in estradiol and progesterone, while LH concentration is not significantly changed. These changes in circulating hormone levels frequently occur in the face of ovulatory menstruation. It is possible that such changes result from decreased production of inhibin with the decreasing number of follicles. Moreover, the decreasedproduction of estradiol removes the negative feedback on FSH production. The increased FSH induces rapid follicular development and this may be the carse of shortening of the cycles which may bethe first clinical evidence of perimenopause. As thè number of follicles are further reduced estrogen production continues to decline until it becomes insufficient to induce the LH surge necessary for ovulation. It is well docu- 
